CHAPTER VI.

WORDS MADE BY GREAT WRITERS.

As we have seen, languages while they are living
are always growing and changing. We have seen
how new names have been made as time went on.
But many new words besides names are con-
stantly being added to a language; for just as
grown-up people use more words than children, and
educated people use more words than uneducated
or less educated people, so, too, nations use more
words as time goes on. Every word must have been
used a first time by some one; but of course it is
impossible to know who were the makers of most
words. Even new words cannot often be traced to
their makers. Some one uses a new word, and
others pick it up, and it passes into general use,
while everybody has forgotten who made it.

But one very common way in which people learn to
use new words is through reading the books of great
writers. Sometimes these writers have made new
words which their readers have seen to be very
good, and have then begun to use themselves.
Sometimes these great writers have made use of